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CHURCH 
| SCOTLAND: 


| . Holden and begun at EDINBURGH, upon Tharſday the 


Twelfth Day of May 1720, and ending the 2 2 Day of 
that ſame Month and Year. 


I. 


E CT appointing the. KING's Commiſion to JOHN 
2 of ROTH ES, to be recorded. 


At Edinburgh, 12th May 1720. m 1. 1 


HE General Aſſembly of the Mini“ 
ſters and Ruling iders of this 
National chaten of Scotland, be- 
ing Conveened and Conſtituted, 
there was produced to them, by 
the Right Honourable John Part 
of Rothes, His Majeſty's Commiſ- 
ſion, ſcaled with the Seal appoint- 
| ed by the Treaty of Union bet wirt 
the two Kingdoms of Scotland and England, to be kept 
and uſed in Scotland, in Place of the Great Seal of Scot- 
land, of the ſame Tenor with the Commiſſion granted 
= by His Majefty to the foreſaid Earl, in the. Year One 
& thouſand ſeven hundred and fifteen, and ſubſequent Aſ- 
ſemblies, conſtituting him His Majeſty 8 high Commiſſion- 
er, and Repreſentative in this Aﬀembly ; Which Com- 
miſſion being publickly read, with all dbe Honour and Re- 
ſpect, is ordered by this Aſſembly to be recorded in their 
Books, to remain therein ad futuram Rei Memoriam. in 
AY : - *s 


The cACTS of the — L 
1 
The KING's moſt gracious Lyiter 10 
the General Aſſembly, preſented ti 
them by His Majeftys Commiſſioner 
12th May 1720. 1400 


» 


| E B. | | 
Ight Reverend and Well- beloved, We Greet you 
well. The many Proots you have given Us of 
your firm Adherence to thofe Principles, og 
-which the Safety of Our Government, and Hay. 
pineſs of Our Subjects do mutually depend, and that Unani. 
mity and Moderation, which have been the Rule of your 
Actions in former Aſſemblies, give Us great Reaſons 10 
countenance, as We do with great Willingneſs, your, Meet. 
ing together at this Time. SE Reo R.7 
We have at this. Time under Our Conſideration ſame 
Things, which, We hope, may very much contribute'ty 
the preventing the Growth of Popery. And as We Ive 
nothing more at Heart than the promoting of true Hel. 
gion, and the ſupprefling of Vice and Immorality, We 
do not doubt but you will do what in you lies toward 
the obtaining thoſe great Ends: And you may be aſſured 
that We ſhall always be ready to promote the Intereſ, WT 
and inviolably maintaip the Rights and Privileges of tie 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland. © | li 
The many Services and known Abilities of Our Right 
Truſty, and well-beloved Couſin, John Earl of Rothe, 
have been ſo often manifeſted on former Occaſions, tlat 
We bave thought fit to renew Our Choice of him to te. 
preſent Our Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, nat doubting 
but his conſtant Zeal for the Proteſtant Intereſt, and hearty 
Concern for the eſtabliſh'd Church of Scotland, will render 
him highly acceptable to you; and ſo We bid you hearts | 
ly farewell. Given at Our Court at St. James's the 
224 Day of April 1720, in the ſixth Year of Our Reign. 


By His Majeſty's Command. 
ROXRURGE 


Directed to the Right Reverend 
and Well-beloved, The Mo- 
derator, Miniſters and El- 

ders of the General Aſſembly 
of the Church of S CO T. 

LAND. „ 


\ 
\ 


General Aſsembly 1746, | 7 


III. 


The General Aſemblys ANSWER t6 


the K [NG's moſt gracious L E TT ER. 


Edinburgh, 14th May 1720. Se]. 3. 
May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


humble and thankful Acknowledgments for 
the Honour of Your gracious Letter to us, 


| ö W beg Leave to return Your Majeſty our moſt 


8 and Your Royal Favour in countenancing our 
Meeting: And that Your Majeſty is pleaſed to take 
Notice of our firm Adherence to thoſe Principles upon 


which the Safety of Your Government, and Happineſs 


of your Subjects do mutually depend, and of the Un: 
© animity and Moderation of former Aſſemblies, heigh- 
tens the Satisfaction we have in the Performance of 
EZ theſe Duties, to which we own our ſelves bound by the 


ſtrongeſt Obligations. | 
It hath afforded a moſt ſenſible Pleaſure to the Miniſters 
and Members of this Church, to hear of Your: Majeſty's 


Chriſtian and Zeaious Concern for the Proteſtants Abroad, 
in Oppoſition to the Invaſions of 'Popery ; And Your Ma- 
jeſty's kind Intimation in Your gracious Letter, that You 
bave ſome Things under Your Royal Conſideration at this 
EZ Time, which may very much contribute to the preven- 
ting of the Growth of Popery in this Land, affets us wich 

the deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude ; and we hope, though the 
Means hitherto uſed have not been attended with the de- 


| . fired Succeſs, that by the Bleſſing of GO D upon Your 
EZ Majeſty's wiſe Counſels and ſteddy Conduct, this growing 
Evil will be effetually remedied, to the Joy of all Your 


A Majeſty's good Subjects, who are zealouſly concerned for 
the flouriſhing of true Religion, and Quiet of Your Ma- 


jeſty's Government. 

It is an unexpreſſible Satisfaction to us, to have ſo great 
Encouragement to exert our ſelves to the outmoſt, for ob- 
tanning thoſe great Ends, the promoting of true Religion, 
and the ſuppreſſing of Vice and Immorality, that Your 


Majeſty has recommended them to us, as Things You 


have moſt at Heart, 
We intirely rely upon the Aſſurances given us, That 
Jour Majeſty will be always ready to promote the Intereſt, 
and inviolably maintain the Rights and Privileges of the 
= Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
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6 The ACTS of the 


We embrace it as a real Proof of Your Majeſty's king 
Regard to thi; Church, that You have made Choice of the 
Earl of Rothes to repreſent Your Royal Perſon in thi 
Aſſembly: His many Services to Your Majeſty, and known 
Abilities for ſuch an high Truſt, together with his conſtant 
Zeal for the Proteſtant Intereſt, and hearty Concern for 
our Church, renders him moſt acceptable ro us. 

That Your Majeſty may be long preſerved, as a ſignal 
Bleſſing to Your People, and all the Reformed Intereſt; 
That the ſame good Succeſs may ſtill attend all Your glo- 
rious Endeavours for the Safety and Happineſs of Your 
Subjects, and the Peace of Chriſtendom, with which hi. 
therto they have been wondertully bleſt of GOD; That 
all Divine Bleſſings may be plentifully beſtowed upon 
Their Royal Highneſſes, the Prince and Princeſs of Wale, 
and Their Royal Iſſue ; And that, after a long and hap. WT 
py Lite upon Earth, You may be crowned with immor. {M7 
tal Glory, are the moſt fervent Prayers of, E 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


Tour Majeliy"'s moſs faithful mi 
obedient, and moſt loyal Subject, 


The A and Elders met 11 
this General eAjjembly of tit 
Church of Scotland, 


Signed in our Preſence, in un MW 


Name, and at our eAppoint- 


WILL. HAMILTON Moderato: 


IV. 


ACT concerning Commiſſions to Members of the Gt- 
neral Aſsmbly, and Atteſtations of the ſame. 


Edinburgh, 186% May 1720. Seſſ. 6. 


ö HE General Aſſembly conſidering, That there have 
been diverſe Acts paſt with Reſpect to the Qual: 


fi ations of the Members of Aſſembly, ſince the 
Act 8th, Aſſembly Anne 1695, which preſcribes 


a Form of their Commiſſions, particularly the Act 6th, 
Aſembij 


= - having had laid before them a Commil- 


General Aſſembly 1520. 


Aſſembly eAnno 1698. AQ 6th, Aſſembly Anz 1704; 
And Act 9th, Aſſembly Azz 1718; and that it is expedi- 


IR 


ent for the Direction of Presby teries, and for procuring 


as near as may be, an Uniſormity amongſt them, in grau- 
ting Commiſſions to their Repreſentatives in Aſſemblies, 
that an Addition be made to the foreſaid Directory in 
the Act 1695, with Regard to the other poſterior Acts 
abovementioned : Therefore the General Aſſembly do 
appoint and ordain, That in all Time coming, there be 


ſubjoined and adjeQed to the foreſaid Forinula, in the Act 


1695, the following Clauſe, vis. And the ſaid Presbytery 
does hereby teſtity and declare, That all the Mioiſterg 
« abovenamed have ſigned the Formula enjoined by the 


| ; « toth Act of the General Aſſembly 4zzo 1711, and all the 


* Ruling-Elders abovewritten have ſigned the Formzla pre- 
© ſcribed by the 11th Act of Aſſembly 1694.“ But it the 


| 5 Presby tery be uncertain, whether the ſaid Elders have ſign- 


ed the ſaid Formula or not, then the Atteſtation ſhall 


bear, That they are either to fign it in Preſence of the Aſ- 
ſembly, or inſtru& that they have done it before. And 
further, That all the ſaid Commiſſioners are every other 
Way qualified to be Members of the Aſſembly, according 
c cto the AQts of Aſſembly. Extracted by | Clerk 
Presb.“ And becauſe the ſaid Act Anzo 1718, appoints, 
that all Commiſſions, after they are written our and ex- 
tracted, and before they be put in the Hands ol the Com- 
miſſioners, be firſt read in Preſence of the Presbyrery, 
and be reviſed by them, and that ir be atteſted by the 
Moderator and Clerk of the Presbytery upon the faid Com- 
miſſions that this was ſo done: Therefore the Aſſembly 
appoints, That the Presbytery's Atteſtation ſhall run thus, 
At he Day of . 
The Pregbytery having had the abovewritten Extract of 
their Commiſſion to their Repreſentatives in the enſuing 
Aſſembly laid before them, they cauſed it to be read, and 
EZ © having reviſed and conſidered the fame, they did approve 
thereof: Atteſted by Moderator or 
Clerk.“ And becauſe the foreſaid Act gth, Aflembly 1728, 
does appoint and ordain, That no Commiſſioners fromRoy- 
aul Burghs to their Repreſentatives in this Aſſembly ſhall be 
2 fuſtained, but ſuch as ſhall be conſented to, and approven, 
not only by the Miniſtry and Kirk-ſeſſions of the Burghs, 
but alſo by the Presbytery of the Bounds within which the 
Burghs ly; and upon which it ſhall be atteſted both by 
the Kirk-ſefſion and Presbytery foreſaid, according to the 
Tenor of the foreſaid Ac; Therefore the General Af 


ſembly appoints, That the foreſaid Atteſtations of the 


3 Eirk- ſeſſion and Presbytery ſhall be in the Terms follow. 
8, At te - Day of 


The which Day the Kirk-ſefſhhon of 
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ſaid Burgh) or (Presbytery of within which 


e f having had produced before them a Commiſ. 


with an ample Recommendation prefixed thereto, which 


8 The ACTS of the 


* fion given by the Magiſtrates and Town- Council of 
to to repreſent the ſaid Burgh 

in the enſuing General Aſſembly of this National Church, 
do, in the Terms of the Act 9th Aſſembly 1718, teſtify 
and declare, That the ſaid is an Elder lawtully or. 
dained, and that he has ſigned the Formula preſcribed by 
the 11th Act of Aſſembly 1694; and likewiſe that he i; 
© (a Reſidenter in the ſaid Burgh or (an Heritor in the 
* ſaid Burgh) or (an Heritor in the Bounds of the Pre. 
© bytery of ß within which the ſaid Burgh lies) 
© or has (formerly reſided and officiated as an Elder in the 


K KX A aA _aAa 


La) 


© the ſaid Burgh does ly) And that the Presbytery's Atte- 


Ration ſhall run thus, viz. * At the Day of 
. The which Day the Presbytery 


on given by the Magiſtrates and Town-council of 

2 to repreſent the ſaid Burgh in the enſuing 
General Aſſembly of this National Church, with an At 
© teſtation of the Kirk-ſeſon of the ſaid Burgh, conform to 
© the Direction ofthe AQ gth Aſſembly 1718, and Act qth 
* Aſſembly 1720, do in the Terms of the forefaid Accs like. 
© wiſe teſtify and declare, That, £5c.? and ſo forth, preciſe. 
ly in the Words of the Form above-preſcribed to the Kirk- 
45 — And the General Aſſembly does reſolve and de- 
clare, That all Commiſſions not in the Terms abovemen- 
tioned ſhall be rejected. And it is hereby provided and 
declared, That it the Perſon elected by the Burgh Royal 
be qualified as above, That the Miniſtry and Seſſion, and 
Presbytery reſpectively, do atteſt him when his Com- 


miſſion is preſented to them. * 
1 
ACT concerning a Book intituled, The Marrow of 
Modern Divinity. 1 
Edinburgh, May 20. 1720. Se. 9. 5 


ſideration the Book intituled, The Marrow of Ms 


1 * General Aſſembly having had under their Con- 
caern Divinity, reprinted at Edinburgh eAnno 1716, 


- 


they found was diſperſed, and came into the Hands 0 
many of the People; and having had laid before them the 
following Paſſages, colleQed out of the ſaid Book by 2 
Committee tor preſerving the Purity of Doctrine in tis 
Church, appointed by the Commiſſion of the late G. 
neral Aſſembly; The Tenor whereoſ follows. * 

| > WD 


General Afzzmbly 1536 UU g 
Concerning the Nature of Faith. 


PY 4 


; Age 118. There is no more for him to do, but only 
. to know and believe that Chriſt hath done all for 
« him. Page 119. This then is perfect Righteoufſ⸗ 
© neſs,  —-£only to know and believe, That Jeſus 
« Chriſt is now gone to the Father, and ſitteth at his 
* Right-Hand, not as a Judge, but as made unto you 
© of GOD, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Re- 
« demption; Wherefore as Paul and Silas ſaid to the 
* Tailor, fo ſay I unto you, Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
© Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, that is, Be verily perſwad- 
« ed in your Hearts, that Jeſus Chriſt is yours, and that 


you ſhall have Lite and Salvation by him; that whatſo- 


ever Chriſt did tor the Redemption of Mankind, he did 
© it for you. 1. 120. Foraſmuch as the Holy Scripture 
« ſpeaketh to in General, none of us ought to dif- 
© truſt himſelf, but believe that it doth belong particu- 


© farly to himſelf.” The fame is aſſerted, Pages 121, 122, 


123, 124, 131, 136, 137, 175, 170, 177, and in many 
other Places of the Book. This Notion of ſaving Faith 


appears contrary to Scriptute, /. 50. 10. Rom. 8, 16. 


1 John 5. 13. and to Corfeſſ. Cap. 18. & 1, 3, 4. and to 
Larger Catechiſm, Queſt. 81, 172. all which Paſſages 


ſhow, That Aſſurance is not of the Eſſence of Faith; where- 
zs the Paſſages cited from the Marrow, Oc. appear to aſ- 
ſert the corftrary, making that Saving Faith command- 
cd in the Goſpel, a Man's Perſwaſion that Chriſt is his; 
and died for him; and that whoever hath not this Pers 
ſwaſion or Aſſurance, hath not anſwered the Goſpel-Call, 


nor is a true Believer. FER So) 


of Univerſal Atonement and Pardon. 


Dae 108. Chriſt hath taken upon him the Sins of all 
W « Men. Page 119. The Father hath made a Deed 


* of Gift, and Grant unto all Mankind, That whoſoever of 
© them all ſhall believe in his Son {hall not periſh, c. i. e. 
(whoſoever believes or is perſwaded that Chriſt is his, for 
this muſt be the Senſe according to the former Paſſages.) 
* Hence it was that Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, Go and preach 


© the Goſpel to every Creature under Heaven, that 1s, Go 
and tell every Man without Exception, That here is good 
8 © News for him, Chriſt is dead for him. Even ſo our good 
EKEing the Lord of Heaven and Earth hath, ſor the Obedi- 


* enceand Deſert of our good Brother Jeſus Chriſt,pardoned 


* all our Sins.” To the ſame Purpoſe, Pages 127, and 128. 


Here is aſſerted an univerſal Redemption as to Purchaſe; 
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contrary to John 10. 15, 27, 28, 29. and 15. 13, and 
17. Titus 2. 14. Confeſſ. Cap. 3. d 6. Cap. 8. d 8. Larger 
Catechiſm, Queſt. 59. 


Holineſs not neceſſary to Salvation. | 


© FJ Rom Page 150, to Page 153. And if the Law ſay ood 
q Works muſt be done, and the Commandment muſt 
be kept, if thou wilt obtain Salvation; then anſwer you, 
and ſay, I am already ſaved before thou cameſt ; therefore 
I have no need of thy Preſence, — Chriſt is my Righteou. 
neſs, my Treaſure and my Work. I confeſs, O Law! that ] 
am neither Godly nor Righteous; bat this yet am I ſure q, 
that he is Godly and Righteous for me. Page 185. Good 
Works may rather be called a Believer's walking in the 
Way ofeternal Happineſs than the Way it ſelf. I his Do- 
crine tends to ſlacken Peoples Diligence in the Study of 
Holineſs, contrary to Heb. 12. 14. 2 Theſ. 2. 13. Ephe,, 
2. 10. Ja. 35. 8. James 2. 20. Confeſſ. Cap. 13. 1. Lar- 
ger Catechiſm, Queſt. 3 2. Confeſ. Cap. 15. § 2. 
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Fear of Puniſhment, and Hope of Reward, not allowed 
to be Motiyes of a Believer's Obedience. 
Dee 181. Would you not have Believers to eſchey 


Evil, and do Good for Fear of Hell, or Hope of He 
ven? Azxſwwer, No indeed, — for ſo far forth as they do 
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* ſo, their Obedience is but ſlaviſh.” A great deal more lc | 
to this Purpoſe is to be ſeen, Pages 175 179, 180, 182, | | 
183, 184, and appears contrary to P/alms 45. 11. Pal i 
119. 4, 6. Exod. 20. 2. James 1. 25. and 2. 8, 10, 11, 12, / l 
1 Tim. 4. 8. Col. 3. 24. Heb. 11, 6, 26. Rev. 2. 10. 2 (. . 
5. 9, 10, 11. Heb. 12, 2, 28, 29. 2 Pet. 3. 24. Confeſ. . * 
cap. 16. d 2, and 6. 5 Sh | 1 F a 
0 4 

That the Zeliever is not under the Law, as a Rule of c e 
_ 155 © t 

. Age 150. As the Law is the Covenant of Works, yo r 3 
0 are wholly and altogether ſet free from it. And "We 
* Page 151. You are now ſet tree both from the command- « dc 
© ing and condemning Power of the Covenant of Works © p 
Page 216. You will yield Obedience to the Law of Chriſt © hi 


not only without Reſpect, either to what the Law ® 
Works either promiſeth or threatneth, but alſo wit. 
* out having Reſpect to what the Law of Chriſt either Ln 

5 | miſe 
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Genera! Eſmbhy 1720. 47 
«© miſeth or threarneth, —and this is to ſerve the Lord 
without Fear of any Penalty, which either the Law of 
Works, or the Law of Chriſt threatneth, Lale 1. 74. 
c See alſo Pages 5, 153, 180, 156, 157, 163, 199, 209, 
210. contrary to Scripture, Exod. 20. 2. Matth. 5. 17, 
£9c. Rom. 3. 21. and 13. 9. James 1. 25. and 2. 8, 10, 


u, 12. and Confeſ. cap. 19. g 5, 6. 


| Ie Six following Antinomian Paradoxes are ſenſed and 


defended, by applying to them that Diſtinction of the 
Law of Works, and the Law of Chriſt, 


© Age 198, and 199. 1m0, A Believer is not under the 


1 Law, but is altogether delivered from it. 240, A 
© Believer doth not commit Sin. 3?zo, The Lord can ſee 


no Sin in a Believer. 47%, The Lord is not angry with 
32 Believer for his Sins. Sto, The Lord doth not chaſtiſe 
42 Believer for his Sins. 6#o,. A Believer hath no Cauſe, 
neither to confeſs his Sins, nor to crave Pardon at theHand 


of GOD for them, neither to faſt nor mourn, nor humble 


Ren ͥ eee ou Gn 285; 
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I © himſelf before the Lord for them. 


Expreſſions in the Marrow, &c. 


ae 192. A Miniſter that dares not perſwade Sinners 
bi c to believe their Sins are pardoned, before he ſee 
their Lives reformed, for Fear they ſhould take more 
Liberty to fin, is ignorant of the Myſtery of Faith. And 


P. 27. Chriſt undertook to ſuffer under thePenalty that lay 
upon Man to have undergone. . And P. 117. The Co- 


$ © venant of Works was twice made; firſt with Man, 


: Ml 


and a ſecond Time GOD was on both Sides. P. 115. 
The Law practiſed his whole Tyranny upon the Son Of 
60D, and becauſe it did fo horribly and curſedly fin 
{© againſt his GOD, it is curſed and arraigned, and as a 
© Thief, and curſed Murderer of the Son of GOD, loſeth all 
his Right, and deſerveth to be condemned; the Law 
* therefore is bound, dead, and crucified to me. P. 126. 
Whoſoever is married to Chriſt, and ſo in him by Faith, 
* he is as acceptable to GOD the Father as Chriſt himſelf. 
* 127. And ſo ſhall the Love and Favour of GOD be as 
* deeply infinuated into you, as it is into Chriſt himſelf, 
P. 144, Whence it muſt needs follow, That you can- 
not be damned, except Chriſt be damned with you; 
neither can Chriſt be ſaved, except ye be ſaved with him. 
P. 145, 146. Say unto Chriſt with bold Confidence, 
I give to thee, my dear Husband, my Unbelief, my Miſ- 
; | C 2 | « truſt, 
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© truſt, my Pride, my Arrogancy, my Ambition, my Wrath 
and Anger, my Envy, my Covetouſneis, my cvil 
« Thoughts, Affections, and Deſires ; I make one Bundle 
« of thoſe, and all my other Offences, and give them un. 
© to thee, 2 Cor. 5. 21. Aud thus was Chriſt made Sin for 
& #5, who knew no Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſ. 
* neſs of God is him. Page 207. Nor yet as touching your 
Juſtification and eternal Salvation, will he love you ever 
© a Whit the leſs, tho? you commit never ſo many or great, 
Sins. 
Theſe are collected out of many other exceptionable Poſi. 
tions contained in that Book, which for Brevity's Sake are 
omitted. | | a 
And the General Aſſembly having had the ſaid Paſſages, 
and ſeveral others read to them from the ſaid Book, and 
having compared them with the Texts of holy Scripture, 
Articles of our Confeſſion of Faith, and of the Larger Cate. 
chiſm of this Church above-cited ; The General Aſſem- 
bly found, That the faid Paſſages, and Quotations, which 
relate to the five ſeveral Heads of Doctrine abovemention- 
ed, are contrary to the holy Scriptures, our Confeſſion 
of Faith and Catechiſms; and that the D iſt inction of the 
Law, as it is the Law of Works, and as it 1s the Law of 
Chriſt, as the Author applics it, in Order to ſenſe, and de- 
fend the ſix Antinomian Paradoxes above-written, is alto. 
gether groundleſs; and that the other Expreſſions above ſet 
down, excerpted out of the ſaid Book, are exceeding Harſh 
and Offenſive, And therefore the General Aſſembly do 
hereby ſtrictly ptohibite and diſcharge all the Miniſters of 
this Church, either by Preaching, Writing or Printing, 
to recommend the {aid Book, or in Diſcourſe to fay anj 
Thing in Favours of it; But on the contrary, they are 
hereby enjoned and required to Warn and Exhort their 
People, in whoſe Hands the faid Book is, or may come; 
not to read or uſe the ſame, 


r e —!! ß ̃— 1. ĩ⅛ Ü 
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VI. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Elders, for diſcuſſing 
diverſe Affairs referred to them. 


eAt Edinburgh, May 21. 1720. Sell. 10. 


| HE General Aſſembly taking to their Conſiderati- 
| on, That there are diverſe weighty Affairs, which 
| . they cannot overtake, do nominate, commiſſio- 
nate and appoint their Reverend Brethren, Mrs. William 
Familton Proſeſſor ot Divinity in the College of 2 

| gb. 


baroh their Moderator, William Wiſheart Principal of the 
gaid College, James Heart at Edinburgh, William Mitchel 
there, James Grierſon there, James Smith at Cramond, George 
Fordice at Cor ſtorphine, John Bonar at Torphichan, James 
Houſton at K irkliftoun, Andrew Bennet at Mor ming ſide, John 


Wilkie at Strabrock, Robert Livingſton at Biggar, John Bowie 


at Dolphingtown, James Robertſon at Atholſton, John 
Wallace at Drummel ior, John Hay at Peebles, Patrick Cam- 
ing at Ormi gun, David Walker at . William Robert- 
= on at Borthwick, Matthew Reid at North. Berwick, James 
x Alſton at Dirletoun, William Hamilton at Boltoan, George 


Tarnbal at Tyniighame, James Craig at Dumbar, Joh 
Lauder at Eccles, Daniel Sinclair at Long for macus, Alex- 


ander Trotter at Eddrom, Henry Vetch at Swintoan, John 
Petch at Whitſome, James Ramſay at Kelſo, Walter Douglas 
at Lintoun, Robert Cunningham at Hawick, John Inglis at 


Sgathden, William Crawford at Wiltoun, Walter Scot at 


Meffert her, James Innes at Mertoan, Georze Buyres at Leſſoad- 
en, Adam Miln at Melroſs, Robert Malcolm at Emes, William 
Armſtrong at Cannabee, Robert Kirkland at Daltoun, William 
Carlyle at Cammertrees, Andrew Clark at Tinnergirth, James 
Guthrie at Irongray, Alexander Robertſon at Tinwald, John 


= Mimurdo at Thorthorwald, Mungo Gibſon at Sanquhar, Simon 
= Riddell at Tinrom, Alexander Telfer at Rerwick, George Gart- 


ſpore at Anwith, Alexander Maitland at Tungland, John 
= M*Aal at Mhithorn, John Miller at Peningham, Robert 
„ Ferguſſon at Calmunel, William Wilſon at Inch, Andrew 
= Rogers at Galſtoan, William Maitland at Mauchlane, 


John Hunter at Air, John M*Dermite there, John Orr at 


= Mairkirk, Andrew Cuming at Largs, George Peadden at 
= Kylmarnock, John Mon gomery at Stewartoun, Robert Miller 
= at Paifley, Robert Modrom at Eaſt Wood, Matthew Cram- 
= ford at Inchinan, Alexander Findlator at Hamiltoan, 
= Matthew Connel at Blantyre, John Scot at Strevan, William 
Hamiltoun at Bothwel, Thomas Linnen at Leſmahego, Robert 
Gray at Wiſtoun, fohn Orr at Lanerk, James Clark at Glaſ= 


A gow, John Gray there, John Hamilton there, John Stirling 


Principe l of the College of Glaſgow, John Ritchie at Old 
| Kilpatrick, George Park at KXillern, James Bain at Bonhill, 
| Walter Campbell at Danoon, William Campbell at Glen- 
derale, William Campbell at Southend, Charles Stewart at 
| Campbeltoun, Alexander Campbell at Inverary, Duncan 
Campbell at Kilmachen, William Moriſon at Terie, Daniel 
8 Moriſon at Kylchrenan, Kenneth Bethune at Strath, 
= drchibald M. Queen at Snizort, Adam Ferguſſon at Logyrait, 
Alexander Stodhart at Daunkeld, William Chalmers at 

I Thomas Black at Perth, William Moncrief at 
Methwes, 1 Macer at Aberdalgie, Andrew Ure at Til- 
libole, William Hally at Mathel, Archibald Bowie at Monee, 
Archibald Campbell at Lerbert, William Campbell at Alva, 


Matthew 
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Mart hem Wallace at Nincairdine, Michael Potter at Nil hpen 
Samuel Charters at Inverkeithing, Allan Logan at Culroſs 
Tohn Hepburn at Torry, John Cleghorn at Weems, John 
Dryſaale at Rirecalay, Thomas Meluil at Scoonte, Milian 
Thomſon at Flisk, John Greg at Coupar, William Gree. ; 
lees at Cires, John Anderſon Junior at | Willian 5 
Hardy at St. Andrems, James Robertſon at Leuchars, James ; 
Haddow Principal of the new College of St. Anaren;, c 
James Nairn at Anſtruther, Joſeph Drew Principal of the ( 
Leonardine College of St. Anarews, James Gray at Kyting ] 
George Clephan at Nemtile, David Thomſon at Meig le, Huh WT c 
Maxwel at Forfar, William Oliphant at Tannadice, Patric WW \ 

f 

0 

P 

| 


Bs \ 


Johnſtoun at Auchterhouſe, James Hodge at Long for gan, 
George Fleeming at Lundie, John Ferguſſon at Aberbroth. 
wick, Fames Robertſon at Rinnel, George Wemy|s at Fern, 
James Trail at Montroſe, David Ferguſſon at Farnl, 
James Douglas at Arbuthnet, James Mitchel at Dunnotte, 
Andrew Honneyman at KRinneff, Martin Shawk at Banc hon. 
ternan, Alexander Deans at Birſs, William Mair at Kin. 
car line O- Veil, Thomas Blackwell Principal of the College oſ 
New Aberdeen, David Anderſon Profeſſor of Divinity at Aber. 
deen, John Osburn at Aberdeen, Alexander Shanks at Drum. 
moach, Alexander Mitchel at Old Machir, George Chalmer; 
Principal of the King's College at Aberdeen, Daniel M'Swain 
at Strathdown, James Gordon at Alford, Thomas Reid at 
Lochell, Gilbert Gerard at Chappel of Garioch, Francis Downit 
at Kemnay, James Shand at Inch, Alexander Gordon at 
Foverain, Henry Lukly at Meldrum, Alexander Auchin. 
leck at Fraſersburgh, William Leſiy at St. Fergus, John Forks 
at Oladeer, John Gordon at Gamery, Alexander Forks 
at Forgue, Peter Darling at Boyndie, James Innes at Banf, 
John Gilchriſt at Keith, James Murray at Grange, Janis 
Chapman at Cromdale, Alexander Fraſer at Alvie, Janis 
Thomſon at Elgin, William Dougald at Birny, James Crochet 
at Dallas, David Henderſon at Oldearu, William Stewart 
at Inverneſs, Robert Baillie there, George Gordon at Croment), 
Robert Finlay at Roſemarkny, Daniel M Gilligen at Alns, 
Hugh Campbell at Kiltern, Hugh Monro at Tain, Robert 
Monro at Kincardine, Walter Roſs at Creich, John MANI 
at Larg, William M*kbeath at Olrig, Hugh Corſs at Bows, 
Thomas Baikie at Kirkwall, William Blaw at Weſtray, James 
Grierſon at Tingwal, John Chalmers at Campvere, Minilters 
John Duke of Athol, John Earl of Rothes, David Earl of 
Buchan, Charles Earl of Lauderdale, Thomas Earl of Hi 
dingtoun, Patrick Earl of Marchmount, James Earl of Hẽnd. 
ford, David Earl of Glaſgow, Archibald Earl of Ty, Mi. 
liam Lord Strathnaver, Alexander Lord Polwarth, Lord 
Charles Ker Director of His Majeſty's Chancellary, Milian 
Lord Roſs, James Lord Terpbichen, George Lord Req, br 


Hu 
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= High Dalrymple of North Berwick Baronet Lord Preſident 
ob the Seſſion, Mr. Robert Dundas Y. unger of Arniſtoun 
= His Majeſty's Advocate, Adam Cokeburn of Y miſtoas Lord 
= Tultice Clerk, Sir John Maxwel of Pollock Baroner, Sir Alex- 
inder Ogitvy of Forglen Baronet, Mr. James Erskine of 
= Grange, Sir Francis Grant of Cullen Baronet, Nr. James 
= Humilton of Pancaitlana, Sir Andrew Home of Rimmerghame, 


College of Juſtice, John Clark one of the Barons of Exchequer, 
r. Job" Campbell of Mamore, Colonel V Villiam Dalrymple 
of Glenmore, Sir David Dalrymple of Haills Buronet, 
A Mr. Arthur Forbes of Bred, Colonel John Ershine 
of Carnock, Mr. Walter Stewart of Welter Polmeas 
Advocate His Majcſty's Sollicitor, Sir Alexander Gilmore 
„ of Craigmiller, Doctor Alexander Dundas His Mijelty's 
| WE Phyſician, John Campbell Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Wil- 
iam Livingſton late Converner there, Mr. Robert Stewart 
Regent in the College of Edinburgh, George Dundas of 
that Ilk, Mr. John Dundas of Philpſtoun Advocate Procura- 
tor for the Church of Scotland, Doctor David Mitchel of 
= Herdmanfoun, Sir James Stewart of Goodtrees Baronet, 
= Mr. Alexander Menzies of Coulterallars, Sir John Clark of 
= Pernycook Baronet, Mr. John Hamilton of Pancaitland 
W vounger, Sir Robert Daliymple of Caſtletoun, Sir Milliam 
Baird of Newbayth Baronet, Patrick Hepburn of Smeitoun, 
W Sir Robert Sinclair of Longformacus Bironet, Sir John 
Swinton of that lik, Andrew Riddell Uncle to the 
Laird of Riddell, Sir Gilbert Eliot of Minto Baronet, Mr. 
Thomas Halibarton of Newmains, Robert Paterſon of Dry- 
gange, John Currie Provoſt of Drumfries, Mr. James Baillie 
Writer to the Signet, Sir William Johnſtan of Weſtraw Bar- 
| onet, George Baillie of Jerviſwood, Archibald Douglas of 
W Cavers, Robert MGechas of Dalquhat, Coloue]! William 
8 Maxwel of Cardonneſs, John Martin of Aries, Sir James 
Agnew of Lochnaw Baronet, Sir Charles Hay of Park Bar- 


65 onet, Sir Adam Whiteford of Blairban Baronet, Mr. James 
B:ſa:l of Auchinleck Advocate, Sir Hugh Cathcart of Carle- 
toun Baronet, Francis Dunlop of that Ik, Sir David Stewart 


of Culineſs Baronet, Hugh Montgomery of Hartfield, 
John Bowman Provoſt of Glaſeow, Alexander Cochran of 
Craigmure, Jobn Somervell Baillie in Renfrew, Sir James 


60 | Smoller of Bonbill, Jobn M*Lauchlan of Auchintroig, Sir 
1.4 James Campbell of Ardkinglaſs Baronet, Colin Campbell of 
. Skipnidge, Peter Campbell of Inverinon, Mr. Alexander 
i Camp bell Advacate, William M*Leod ot Hammer, Robert 
ord Robertſon Provolt of Perth, Colin Brown Dean ot Guild there, 


dir James Campbell of Aberuchle, James Chriſty late Provoſt 
of Stirling, Colonel John Blaccader Deputy Governour of 


== Balberny, 


Sir Walter Pringle of Newhall, nine of the Senators of the 


Stirling Caſtle, Sir James Livingſton of Glentirren Baronet, 
Colonel Jobn Erskine Uncle to Alva, George Balfour of 
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16 The ACTS of the 
Balberny, Mr. Robert Hay of Naughtous, Jobn Nin 
Chirurgion, Sir Robert Anſtrutber of Balcaskie, h 
Patrick Halden Advocate, Patrick Drummond of Gm 
rum, Jobn Scremzeour younger of Tealing, John Allariy, F 
Provoſt of Aberbrothwick, Colonel F-bn Ried Provoſt a 
Montroſe, Mr. Arthur Shepherd Sheriff Dcpute ot K 
cairdine, Arthur Forbes Elder of Echt, George Fordice b 
volt of Aberdeen, Fobn Gordon late Provoſt there, Roben 1 
Stewart allo late Provoſt there, Captain John Forbe; 
Boynialy, Mr. Alexander Gairdin of Troup Advocate, Robi 
Stewart Provoſt of Bamfſ, Mr. Patrick Grant of E 
Elchies Advocate, Sir Henry Innes of that Ilk, Fames hu 
of that Ilk, Jimes Spence of Alveskirton, Mr. Dunm 
Forbes Advocate, Mr. Alexander Gordon ot Araoch, Rohm 
Monro of Foulis, George Monro of Newmore, Sir Geo WE 
Wa: raeder of Lochend Baronet, Thomas Dundas late Baillieu 
Edinburgh, Archbald M* Aulay late Baillie there, Rebert Grin 
Merchant there, Mr. Colin Drummond Regent in h? 
College there, Mr. Robert Hepburn Writer to the Signs Wi 


Major F-mes Leblanc and Doctor Fohn Riddel Phy ici, WT | 
Ruling Elders, to be Commiſſioners of this General a, We | 
ſembly, to the Effect altermentioned, with Power to th WE ! 
ſaid Commiſſion or their Quorum, which is hereby 4 WW , 
clared to be any thirty one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, ve 2 
of twenty one are always to be Miniſters, ro meet a]? ˖ 
conveen within the Aſſembly Houſe at Edirbaigb, ih 0 
firſt free Day after the Diſſolut: on of this Aſſembly, at ti 5 
of the Clock Forenoon, and afterwards the {econd Van, of 
Hays of Aug uſt, November, and March next to come, and 1 4 
oftner when or where they ſhall think fit and convenie . ot. 
with Power to the ſaid Commiſſion, to chooſe their ou = 
Moderator. And ficklike, The General Aſſembiy fully Fr 
impowers and authorizes their ſaid Commiſſioners, d the 
their Quorum abovementioned, to cognoſce and finally d the 
termine as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in every Matter referred, WF Me 
or that ſhall be referred to them, by any Act or Order of bib 
this Aſſembly, and to do every Thing contained in, ad Rs 


conform to the Inſtrufions given, or to be given by thi 
Aſſembly : And to advert unto the Intereſts of the Church 


on every Occaſion, That the Church and preſent Eſtabliſh: 
ment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any Prejudice which 
they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable, providing 
this general Clauſe be not extended to particular Aﬀails 
or Proceſſes before Synods or Presbyteries, that are not of 
univerſal Concern to, or Influence upon the whole Church; 
And it is hereby appointed, that what ſhall be determined 
at one Diet of the ſaid Commiſſion, with Relation to private 
Cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other Diet thereo!, 1 


ſhall ſtand and continue in Force, till — - ! 
enen 


General Aſſembly. And the General Aſſembly renews the 
Inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly, One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and Seventeen, to their Commiſſion, and ap- 
points the fame to ſtand in full Force, as Inſtructions to the 

Commiſſioners abovenamed, and to be obſerved by them 
in all Points, as if the ſame were ſpecially therein inſert, 
and that they enquire into the publiſhing and ſpreading 6f 
Books and Pamphlets tending toward the promoting a 

Scheme of Opinions, inconſiſtent with our Confeſſidh of 

Faith; and that the Recommenders of ſuch Books or Pam- 
phlets, or the Errours therein contained, whether by Word 


or Print, be called before them to anſwer for ſuch Recom- 
* mendations. And the Commiſſion are impowered to 


judge in Caſes of Doctrine that ſhall be brought before 


F | them by Appeals or References from Synods or Presby- 


© teries; and they are likewiſe appointed to take Care that 
* Impreffions of the holy Scriptures, of the Conſeſſion of 
© Faith, and Catechiſms, and of all other Books relating to 
the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of 


this Church, be correct. And the ſaid Commiſſioners are 


Y hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſcharged to medle in any 
© other Matters, than what are committed and referred to 


E them 45 abovementioned ; and in all their Actings, they 


ere to proceed according to the Acts and Conſtitutions of 


this National Church, and to do nothing contrary thereto, 


Z or to the Prejudice of the ſame : Declaring, That in and for 
all their Actings, they ſhall be accountable to, and cenſur- 


50 Z able by the next General Afſembly, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe : 
And this Commiſſion is to continue and endure until an 
= other Commiſſion be appointed; and Members are re- 


. quired to attend the Diets of the ſaid Commiſſion, and 
Abſents there from, ordered to be noticed, according. to 


} the 17th AR of the General Aﬀembly 2706. And for 
the better ſecuring of a Quorum, and Attendance of 


Members on the Commiſſion, the General Aﬀembly pro- 
hbibits the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and other Presbyteries 
within twelve Miles thereof, to meet any of the Days or 
Weeks appointed for the Meeting of this Commiſhon, 
and ſuch of the Members. of theſe' Presbyteries as are on 
# the Commiſſion, are required all of them to give, punQual 

Attendance on the Diets thereof, and Presbyteries at a 
greater Diſtance, who have four or more Members on the 
Commiſſion are to take Care, that at leaſt te of them at- 

tend each Diet ofthe ſame. Fe 
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18 The Acts of the 

. 
Act and Reference againſt Popery. 
4. Edinburgh Moy 23 1720. ante Meri d. Seſſ. 10. 


. HE which Day there being brought in from the 
Committee for C_ a Report concerning 


the extraordinary Increaſe of Popery in diverſe 
Places of this Nation, together with a large and particulat 
Memorial of the Inſtances thereof; and an Overture con. 
cerning the ſame ; And the General Aſſembly having 
conſidered the ſaid Overture and Memorial, they, in Pur. 
ſuance thereof, did and hereby do inſtruct and impower their 
Commiſſion, to do what in them lies, to prevent the 
Growth of Popery, by directing and aſſiſting Min iſters in 
theſe Bounds where Popery prevails, in applying all proper 
Eccleſiaſtick Remedies : Particularly theſe preſcrib'd in the 
fourth AR ofthe General Aſſembly, Anno 1719, and former 
Acts. And the General Aſſembly does appoint all the 
Miniſters of this Church; eſpecially in ſuch Corners as there 


are Papiſts in, to preach againſt the Errours of Popery, 


and deal ſeriouſly with Papiſts for their Conviction. And, 
Farther, The General Aſſembly does inſtruct their ſaid Com- 
miſſion, to uſe all ſuitable Endeavours to get the ciyil 
Remedies, that are now under Conſideration, brought to 
ſome good Ifſue; and likewiſe to think upon Means to. pet 
proper Books againſt Popery, put in the Hands of the 
People in theſe Places, where Popery prevails, or People 
are in Danger of being perverted.” And the General A.. 
ſembly did approve of the Draught of the ſaid Memorial 
againſt! Popery brought in, and appoints the Mode- 
rator in their Name to ſign the fame, and orders that it 
be ſent to the Secretary of State, to be laid before His 
Dr 


VII. 


Act y preaching C atechetical Dodrine, with Direflims 


therein. 


* e ” 


Edinburgh 234 May 1720. Seſſ. 10. ; | | | 


HE General Aſſembly conſidering how much it may 
conduce unto the Eſtabliſhment of People in the 

3 Chriſtian Faith, and to the promoting of Piety 
in Pra &tice, that they be well inſtructed in the Principles 


of our holy [Religioa; do therefore recommend to the 
: | ſevreal 
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ſeveral Miniſters of this Church, punQually to obſerve the 
Is of former General Aſſemblies, for preaching Catecheti- 
dul Doctrine; and that in theſe their Catechetical Sermons, 
| they more eſpecially inſiſt upon the great and funda- 
mental Truths, according to our Conteffion of Faith and 
| Catechiſms,ſuch as that ofthe Being and Proyidence of 60D, 
and the Divine Authority of the Holy Scriptures, the ne- 
* | cefary Doctrine of the ever bleſſed Trinity, in the Unity 
> of the Godhead: Particularly of the Eternal Deity of 
* Þ cur Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and of the Satisfacti- 
on to Divine Juſtice made by him, who is our only Pro- 
- pitiation, of Regeneration by efficacious Gradf\\ of free 
: Juſtification through our blefſed Surety the Eord Jeſus 
| Chriſt received by Faith alone, and of the Neceffity of 
nan holy Life, in Order to the obtaining of everlaſtin 
© Happineſs, and that they be earneſt and inſtant in thei 
Prayers to GOD, that, through his Bleſſing upon their 
Labours, their Flocks may be preſerved from the InfeQi- 


© ons of dangerous Errours, and engaged to maintain a Con- 
eerſation, that b the Goſpel of oui And 
e verſation, that becomes the Goſpel of our Lord and Savi- 


our Jeſus Chriſt, who is God over all, bleſſed for ever. 


f IX. 

b AG appointing the Diet of, the | next General. Aſſembly: 
3 Edinburgh 23d May 2526: Seſſ. #01 and Vis: 

. T* E next Generale ANemblyc f this Matton 


11 Church of Scotland, is appointed to be heldat Edin- 

I  bargh, the ſecond Tharſday of May next to come, 
ia the Year of our LORD, One Thouſand ſexen Huns 
dred and Twenty One, bein the x1th Day of that Month, 


Ibis General Aſſembly was concluded with" Prayer, ſinging 
© the 133 Pſalm throughout, and pronouncing of the 
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of the Acts of the General Aſſembly of the Church of 


Scotland, held in the Near 1720, which are not 
here printed. "F230 


the preceeding Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Ru- 


. Fter Sermon, by Mr. James Grierſon Moderator of 
ling Elders, Members of this Aſſembly, did con- 


veen ; and Mr. William Hamilton Profeſſor of Theology 


in the College of Edinburgh, was choſen Moderator, 
May 12th, 1720. Sefſ. 1. 

The King's Commiſſion to John Earl of Rothes recor- 
ged. 

His Grace his Majeſty's Commiſſioner's Speech to the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly at opening thereof. 1bid. WM 
The Moderator's Return to his Majeſty's Com er 

Speech. id. 


Committee for drawing an Anſwer to his Majeſty's Gra- 


cious Letter. 16:4. 

Committee for Overtures appointed. Did. 

Committee for Bills, References and Appeals. Lid. 

The Act 7th, Aſſembly 1718, for the better diſpatching 
the Buſineſs of Aſſemblies, read; and the punctual Ob- 
ſervation thereof enjoined, under the Certifications there- 
in expreſt. Did. | | 

Committee appointed to examine the Form of the Com- 
miſſions given to the Members of this Aſſembly by their 

_ Conſtituents, to cenſure Abſents, name Miniſters to 
preach before the Commiſſioner's Grace, to receive in 
Liſts of Probationers and Students ot Divinity, in Or- 
der to their being recorded, and to lay their Report 
as to Commiſſions, firſt before the Committee for O- 
vertures Lid. | ; 

The Regiſters of the Commiſſion of the late Aſſembly, 
and of the ſeveral Synods, ordered to be brought in 
to the next Diet for ordinary Buſineſs, that Commit- 
tees may be appointed to reviſe them. Vid. 

A Diet appointed for Prayer. Ibid. 

A Diet ſpent in Prayer, May 13, Sefſ. 2d. 

. to preach before the Lord Commiſſioner. 

2d. | | 

Some more Commiſſions produced, and Members added 
to Committees. Ibid. 


Brethren ordered to give in Liſts of Probationers and Stu- 


dents of Divinity in their Bounds to Mr. James Paton, 


appointed by the Committee above-named to receive 


the ſame. bid. | 
The Act for Diſpatch of Buſineſs again intimated. id. 
F More 
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More Commiſſions produced, and Members added to 
Committees, May 14th, Sefſ. 34. 

An Anſwer to His Majefty's gracious Letter unanj- 
mouſly approven ; and being ſigned by the Moderator, 
the Lord Commiſſioner undertook to tranſmit it to His 
Majeſty, and a Copy thereof was ordered to be ſent to 

his Grace the Duke of Roxburgh Secretary of State. 1614. 

A Committee appointed to i the Regiſter of the Com- 
miſſion of the laſt A ſſembly, to audite the Procurator 
and Agent for the Church their Accounts, to conſider 
the State of the Church's publick Money, prepare Over- 
tures about it, and bring in any Overtures and References 
made by the late Commiſſion to this Aſſembly. Lid. 

Committees appointed to examine the AQtings of the Sy. 
nods of Lothian and Tweeadale, Merſe and Tiviqat dale, 
Drumfries, Galloway, Glaſgow and Air, Fife, Aberdeen 
and Roſs, and Sutherland; but the Sy nod-books of Perth 
and Stirling, Angus and Merns, Murray, Argyle and Ork. 
ney and Caithneſs, and Presbytery-book of Zetland were 
not produced; but Excuſes offered for the Synods of 
Perth and Stirling, and Angas and Merns, wereadmitted 
for rhis Year, and the Books ordered to be brought to 
the next Aſſembly, and the Directions given to the Vi- 
ſitors in the Act 4th 1713, were read, and the Obſerva- 
tion thereof recommended. Did. | 

A Committee appointed to receive in from the Commiſli- 
oners from the ſeveral Presbyteries, their Synods and 
Presbyteries Inſtructions to them, and any new Ovet- 
tures they have to offer for them, or any Remarks the 
faid Presbyteries have made upon the Overtures tran- 
{mitted to them by the laſt Aſſembly and Commiſſion, 
and to claſs the Matters therein contained, and to pre- 

pare Overtures therefrom to the Aﬀembly : And allo, to 
receive in any Accounts that ſhould be offered to them 
of the State of the Church in the North, the Highlands 
and Iſlands, particularly concerning the Growth of Po- 
pery and Superſtition, and to conſider the ſame, and pre- 
pare Overtures for ſuppreſſing and preventing thereof, 
and to bring in their Report firſt to the Committee for 
Overtures, that they may prepare the ſame for the Aſ- 
ſembly. Did. 

A Committee appointed to confider the Matter of Mr. 
William Veith's Complaint againſt the Miniſters ol 
Dramfries, and bring in an Overture thereon. Did. 

Act reponing Mr. Patrick Whllie Clerk to the Presbytery of 
Perth, and Synod of Perth and Stirling, againſt the Sen- 
tence of Depoſition pronounced by the Commiſſion of 


the General Aſſembly 1718, againſt him, and nn. 
the 


NN 


the foreſaid Presbytery and Synod, to do to him with 

Reſpect to their Clerkſhips as they ſee meet. Lid. 
AR appointing the Procurator and Agent for the Church 

to aſſiſt the Presbytery of Chirnſide, in their Defence 


* 


= of Mordingtoun, and ordaining the Charges thereof to 
1 be defrayed out of the Church's publick Money. Lid. 
Act appointing the Procurator and Agent for the Church 

= to proſecute any Actions raiſed, or to be raiſed for Settle- 
= ment of Stipends to the Miniſters in the Presbytery of 
= Skye, and defend them, particularly the Miniſter of S»i- 
Sort, againſt any Attempts for reducing the Settlements 
already made to them, and that upon the publick Char- 


Presbytery, of an yearly Allowance for the Charges of 
their Commiſſioners to Aſſemblies, to the Committee 


the State of that Presbytery, with Regard ro the Growth 
of Popery, Want of Schools, the Largeneſs of Pariſhes, 
and the Demand of the ſaid Presbytery, that Proviſion 
may be made of Burſes to Students having the Iriſh 
Language, to the Committee for Inſtructions, and re- 
commending it to Miniſters that preach in I, to ſing 
Palms with their People in that Language. id. 
Act continuing the extraordinary Correſpondence of the 
= Synods of Lothian, Fife, Perth and Aberdeen, with the 
& Synod of Angus and Merus, as it was eſtabliſhed before 


= bly. Dia. 

It was intimated in Aſſembly, That the Money collected for 
EZ theſuffering Proteſtants in Lithuania, being 4100 L. ſter. 
was remitted to the Synod of Lithuania, conform to 
their own Directions, and that there remains ſtill a Sum 
in the Collector's Hands. That Returns to the Letters 
written by the Commiſſion of the late Aſſembly to Mon- 
ſieur Bonet, the King of Pruſſia's Reſident at London, to 


ted, with his Receipts of the ſame, are come to Hand; 
and all deficient Presbyteries and Brethren were intreat- 
ed to give in their Collect ions to Mr. James Joung of 
_ Killicantie Merchant, the Collector. 16:9. 
It was notified, That Mr. John-NJames Ceſar did truly hold 
Count for the Money collected for the German Calviniſi 


gregation, which was inſtantly inſtructed to the Aſſem- 
bly, by lay ing before them the ſaid Conſiſtory's Receipts 
of the faid Monies under their Hands, and the Seal of 
the Conſiſtory to Nicol Spence Agent for the Church, 
who remitted the fame. Did 

| F 2 A 


againſt a Proceſs commenced for ſuppreſſing the Patiſh 


ges of the Church; and remitting the Demand of that 


for the publick Accompts : And the Conſideration of 


the Act 6, Aſſembly Auno 1718, until the next Aſſem- 


whom the Synod had ordered the Money to be remit- 


Congregation in London, to the Conſiſtory of that Con- 


I NN © ®F 


A new Commiſſion produced, and two Members added 
to the Committee for Overtures, May 16. Sefſ. 4. 
The former Committee is appointed to deal with the Par- 
ties concerned in Mr. Veiteh's Complaint, and accom- 
modate Matters betwixt them, with Power to call Par- 
ties before them, and do every other Thing neceſſary 
to that Effect; and *tis declared, That if they ſucceed 
not, Mr. Veitch ſhall be at Liberty to inſiſt in his Com- 

plaint. Did. 3 N . 

The Appeal in the Proceſs for planting the Pariſh of S. 
Sie, called and delayed to Wedneſday next. Ibid, 

AR appointing the Procurator and Agent tor the Church 
to concur in the Proceſs of Spuilzie of the Presbyterial 
and two Parochial Liberaries, taken away in the late 
Rebellion out of the Manſe of Alues, and ordaining 
the Expences of the ſaid Proceſs, in ſo far as concerns 
the ſaid Liberaries, and the Miniſter of Hues Da- 
mages, to be born out of the publick Money. 74, 

Reference to the Commiſſion in Favours of ſome poor 
Captives in Barbary. 1bid. | 

A Proceſs for planting the Pariſh of Abdie, called and de. 
layed till to Morrow. Iid. 

A Proceſs for planting the united Pariſhes of Muzktour 
and Preſtick, called and delayed till to Morrow; and 
a Committee appointed to prepare an Abſtract of the 

Papers in that Proceſs. Lid. | 

Act and unanimous Reſolve of the Aſſembly, That they 
would not open the Sentence of the Commiſſon of the 
Aſſembly Anno 1718, depoling Mr. Henry Robin late 
Miniſter at Bruntiſland, from the Office of the Mini- 


ſtry; and finding, that it would not be for the Credit 
of the Goſpel, or Honour of the Holy Miniſtry, to 


repone him againſt the ſame; and diſcharging his fur- 
ther Applications on that Head, Sc. Tbid. - | 
An Overture of a Committee of the Commiſſion of the 
late Aſſembly, for preſerving the Purity of Doctrine, 
with ſome Excerpts from the Book, intituled, The Mar- 
row of Modern Divinity, brought in, and laid upon the 
Table until Thar/day next, to be peruſed by the Mem- 
bers ; and reſolved, that a Meeting of the Committee for 
Overtures ſhould be appointed of Purpoſe to conſider the 
ſa id Report and Propoſitions, where all the Members 
of Aſſembly, and any Miniſters of this Church that 
pleaſe, might be preſent, and allowed to reaſon upon 
theſe Subjects. id. we | 
An Overture about Commiſſions to General Aſſemblies, 
and Atteſtations of the ſame, read, and laid upon the 
Table until another Diet. Bid. 0 


Act 
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1 ;adulging Parties who had lodged their Appeals or 
3 Ac Sali the Committee for Bills, nod: 2 Mi- 
ſtake had neglected to give in with them the Papers rela- 
tive thereto, to give them in againſt to Morrow, with 
Certification. Lid. 8 | . | 
Add inſtructing the Commiſſion to appoint a Committee to 
examine ſome Books and Pamphlets publiſhed, which con- 
rain Poſitions and Expreſſions in Point of Doctrine, that 
geſerve to be conſidered, with Power to call for, and 
hear the reſpective Authors upon the ſeveral Heads and 
Articles, and to report to the Commiſſion, and the 
Commiſſion to report the Matter to the next Aſſembly, 
bid. EN | 
® | 1. procurator for the Church appointed to take Advice of 
Lawyers, as to Perſons who teach accademical Learning in 
private, and to proceed according to the Advice he gets. 
Lid. | 
Ilatimation was made, That any of the Members of the 
Alſſembly that pleaſed might take Copies of the Propo- 
* ſitions excerpted out of the Book called, The Marrow of 
modern Divinity, for their own Information, and the 
Clerk was ordered to give them that Liberty. May 17. 
W Yelſ. Fo | 
Act A the Sentence of the Synod of Fife, laying 
aide two competing Calls given for planting the Pariſh 
of Abdie, one of them to Mr. Patrick Clow Minifter at 
Leſh, and the other to Mr. Robert Laing Miniſter at 
Newbargh, and adviſing Parties to concur in callioga third 
Perſon to be Miniſter of that Pariſh, and ſignifying to 
the Presbytery of Coupar, that two Calls ſhould not have 
been atteſted to one Pariſh at the ſame Time. hid. 
Act affirming the Sentence of the Synod of Glaſgow and 
Air, approving of the Conduct of the Presbytery of Air, 
with Reſpect to the moderating of a Call by the Here- 
tors, Elders and Inhabitants of the united Pariſhes of 
= Monktoun and Preſtick, to Mr. John Fulton Probationer 
to be their Miniſter, and rejecting an Appeal made 
= therefrom. Lid. Nen ; 
Addition to the Committee ſor Overtures. Lid. 
Act approving of the Call given to Mr. John Fulton Proba- 
tioner to be Miniſter of the united Pariſhes of Menktour 
and Preſtict, and appointing the Presbytery of Air to 
put him upon Trials, and proceed to his Ordination, in 
= caſe they find him qualified. May 18. Seſſ. 6. 
Miniſters named to preach before his Grace His Majeſty's 
. Commiſſioner, &c, Ibie. 
The Proceſs for planting the Pariſh of Spy»zie remitted to 
& the Commiſſion ; and in the mean Time the Presbytery 
of Elgin is appointed to invite Mr. William Mercer Pro- 
| 28 N bationer 
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bationer to their Bounds, and imploy him to preach in 
the ſaid Pariſh, and to take further Trial of the Inclina- 
tions of the People towards him. bia. ro 
The Appeal of Mr. Archibald Muirllate Miniſter at Bay, 
againſt the Sentence of the Synod of Lothian and Tees. 
dale, depoſing him from the Office of the Miniſtry, cal. 
led and delayed till to Morrow. Id. 
The Appeal of the Heretors of the Pariſh of Kzrkoſwal/ 
from the Sentence of the Synod of Glaſgow and Air, upon 
a Reference made to them by the Presbytery of Air, of 
a Proceſs againſt the Elders in the ſaid Pariſh ; and like. 
wiſe an Appeal from the Presbytery of Azr for their for. 
ward Procedure, ſince the diſmiſſing of the ſaid Syngg. 
in ſettling the foreſaid Pariſh, called and delayed till i, 
Morrow. Ibid. 5 
The Appeal of the Commifſioners of the Univerſity of 
Glaſgom, againſt the Presbytery of Lanerł, for the re. 
fuſing to looſe Mr. Fames Dick, who had got His Majeſty! 
Preſentation to be Profeſſor of Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory, 0 
ſecond Profeſſor of Divinity in the ſaid Univerſity, from 
his preſent minitterial Charge in the Pariſh of Carlu 
called and delayed until Friday next. - 
Act appointing the Regiſter of the Actings and Proceedings 
of the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly to he 
atteſted in the uſual Manner, but reſerving to the 
Aſſembly to take under their Conſideration a Complaint 
of the Presbytery of Perth, againft the Sentence of the 
ſaid Commiſſion, in the Caſe of Mr. William Inglis Miniſter 
at Kilſpindie. And whether the ſaid Commiſſion had 
exceeded the Limits of their Inſtructions, in bringing in to 
the Overtures for Diſcipline, tranſmitted by them 0 ñ 
Presbyteries, more than was in the former Impre ſſion of e 
theſe Overtures, upon which Remarks were already . 
returned; and the Commiſſion was thanked for their 
Diligence and Faithfulneſs in the Matters committed 10 
D Seſioae: Loi te nfo nr 
3 of the Commiſſion Book. id. 
is remitted to the Committee for reviſing the Com mil. 
ſion Book, to conſider what ſhould be 8 Gag 
Miller Town Clerk of Perth, for his Pains and Trouble 
as Clerk to the Committee appointed to cognoſee in Mr, Lett 
William Inglis's Caſe, and report, and the 'Confiderati- WM 
on of the other References mentioned in the Committee's 
Remarks upon the Commiſſion Book, is reſerved to 
another Diet. T64id. mn; ragro mic 
The Members of the Aſſembly are ordered to meet by their 
Synods ſeverally, to name Perſons in their reſpeQive 
| Synods to be a Committee for nominatiog * 
; ” / 0 
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of the Commiſſion to be appointed by the Aſſembly, 
ad 2nd preparing the Draught of their Commiſſion, Lid. 
(Ir. Archibald Mair's Appeal formerly mentioned rejected, 
and the Synod of Lothian's Sentence of Depoſition againft 
© him, for Scandal and Diſaffection to His Majeſty*s Perſon 
and Government, Cc. approven. id. 
ene Abſents excuſed, May 20. ante Merid. Seſſ. 8. 
Ir. Archibald Mair allowed to take up from the Clerk the 
petitions of the Pariſh of Bara in his Favours; and 'tis 
recommended to the Presbytery of Haddingtoun, to do 
E what they can for the Support of the ſaid Mr. Mair and 
© his Family, in Reſpect of the low Circumſtances there- 
W of, Jbid. 
Act approving the Sentences of the Synod of Gla/zow and Air, 
E vindicating Mr. William Capples, and the Elders of 
E Kjrko/wald,and approving the Procedure of thePresbyte: 
ol Air in ſettling of that Pariſh, and preferring the Pariſh 
ol Kjirkoſwald, to the Pariſh of Leſwalt, in a Competition 


* E for the laid Mr. Cupples, with a Reference to the Com- 
e miſſion to determine any Queſtion about the ſaid Settle- 
mM meat. 1614. 3 ; 
1 its of Perſons in the ſeveral Synods brought in, and ap- 


pointed as a Committee for drawing the Commiſſion to 
be given by this Aſſembly, naming the Perſons to be 
E thereon, and preparing their Inſtructions, May 20. poſt+ 
WE Merid. Seſl. 9. | 
Ad continuing Mr. James Dick in the Exerciſe of his Mi- 


- niſtry in the Pariſh of Cer/at, and refuſing his Tran- 
R - ſportation to the Univerſity, of Glaſgow, to be Profeſſor 
wn of Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory, or fecond Profeſſor of Theology 


there. Tbid. | f | 

© WiExcuſes of Abſents admitted May 21. Seſſ. 10. 

A Commiſſion is given by this Aſſembly, to ſome Miniſters 

and ruling Elders, to take Care of the Concerns of the 
Church, until another Aſſembly, and the Inſtructions 

given by the Aſſembly, Anno 1717. to their Commiſſion 
renewed, and appointed to ſtand as Inſtructions to the 
ſaid Commiſſion, but the Clauſe in the Commiſſion given 

by the laſt Aſſembly, about the Auchterarder Propoſition 

e is ordered to be left out. ide. . 

Mr, Letter from the Presbytery of Danoon, with their Remarks 


- remitted to the Committee for Overtures. id. 


nally determine in any Proceſs that ſhould be brought be- 
fore them for planting the Town and pariſh of Inverneſs 
Vith a Miniſter, having both the Exgliſh and Triſh Lan- 
| Zuages, and that without waiting the Synod's Determi- 
nation, or ſitting of the next Aſſembly, Ibid, = 


- upon the Overtures about Kirk Seſſions and Presbyteries, 


4 60 Tis referred to the Commiſſiom to hear, cognoſce, and fi- 
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The Commiſsion is inſtructed to do what in them lies for 
Relief of Alexander Stewart Ship-maſter, Daniel Stewart, 
John Laverock, John Adamſon, Alexander Campbel, 
Matthew Paton, Robert Edmond, William Neilſon, Lauch. 
lan M. Iintoſb, James Barber, and Fames Cuming, 
Captives in Barbary, and particularly to grant Recom. 
mendations for. charitable Contributions to that Effect; 
and His Majeſty's Commiſsioner, at the moſt 
earneſt Requeſt of the Aſſembly, did kindly under. 
take to uſe his good Offices for obtaining Relief to theſe 
our poor miſerable Country- men. 16:4, 7 

The Commiſion is inſtructed to call, cognoſce, and finally 
determine in a Proceſs, for tranſporting of Mr. Jan 
Chalmers from the Pariſh of Dyke, to that of King Ei. 
ward, and that at their firſt Diet, Dia. | 

A Committee is appointed to meet with the Parties con. 
cerned in a Proceſs for planting the Pariſh of Edæel, and 
diſcourſe with them about the ſame, and alſo to con- 
ſider the ſaid Proceſs, and the Appeal made by the 
Presbytery of Brechin, againſt the Sentence of the Synod 
of Angus and Merns, ſuſtaining a Call from ſome in that 
Pariſh to Mr. James Thomſon Probationer, and prepare an 
Overture thereanent, and lay the ſame before the Com- 
' miſſion ; and the Commiſſion is inſtructed to call, cop- 
noſce, and finally determine in the ſaid Cauſe as they ſhall 
think fit, 16:d. 

The Complaint of the Presbytery of Perth in the Caſe ol 
Mr. William Inglis, moved, and delayed. bid. 

The Books of the Synods of Lothian and Tweeddale, Mert 
and Teviotaale, Galloway, Glaſgow and Air, Fife, Aberaten, 
and Roſs and Sutherland, examined and atteſted ; but 
the Synod of Galloway is adviſed. to be more careful to 
have their Regiſter written fair and authentick, and the 

| Synod. of Glaſon and Air appointed to fill up two Blanks 
that were found in their Book; but the Synod Books df 
Dramfries and Argyll not being brought up to this 
Aſſembly, nor having been laid before the preceeding 
Aſſembly, were peremptorily ordered to be broughtup 
to be reviſed by the next Aſſembly, and the Synod Books 
of Marry, and Orkzey, and Caithueſs, not being brought 
up to this Aſſembly, were ordered to be laid before the 

next Aſſembly, to be examined. 1b:d, ao 

The Commiſſioner's Grace ſhewed the Aſſembly, That he 
had Letters from Court, acquainting him of his Majeſty" 

Receipt of the Aﬀembly*s Anſwer to his Letter, and that bs 
was well ſatisfied with the Expreſſions it contains of Du: 
ty and Loyalty to His Perſon and Government; but eſpe 

_ cially the affectionate Concern they therein ev! 
dence for the Proteſtant Intereſt ; and the ny 
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the Aſſembly's Name, did humbly thank his Grace far 


E his Care in procuring ſo ſpeedy a Return to their Letter; 


and the Moderator ſhewed the Aſſembly, that he had a 
Letter from his Grace the Duke of Roxbargh,of the ſame 
Import with what the Lord Commiſſioner had been 
pleaſed to repreſent to the Aſſembly, May 22. Seſſ. 11th, 


© The Conſideration of Mr. Vetch's Complaint above-menti- 
” oned, is referred to the Commiſſion, with Power to do 


therein as they think juſt. 12:4. 


5 The Matter of the Complaint of the Presbytery of Perth 


in Mr. Inglis's Caſe above- ſpeciſied, is remitted to the 


next General Aſſembly, that they may do therein as 


they find juſt; and a Copy of the Complaint is appoin- 
ted to be given to Mr. Inglis; and he is ordered to be ci- 
ted to compear before the ſaid Aſſembly, that he may 


anſwer to them as to what concerns him in the ſaid 


. Complaint. Ibid, | 

The Caſe of our French Proteſtant Brethren ſettled at H7ld- 
burghauſen in Saxony, is moſt ſeriouſly and earneſtly re- 
commended to the ſeveral Synods in this Church, that 


ſuch of them as have not yet collected any Thing for 


them, may yet do it as foon as they can, and appoint 


a Day for that Purpoſe, and ſend in the Money collected 


to John Martin of Airies Bookſeller in Edinburgh, who 
is impowered to receive the ſame, and will make it 
| forthcoming to Mr. John D&<Ebeynne, Director, Judge, 
and Elder of .the ſaid Proteſtant Colony, who has a Pa- 


tent from Duke Erneſt of Saxony, permitting and direckt 


ing him to gather and collect Contributions for the End 

ſoreſa id. Lid. rente a . 

The Conſideration of a Reference from the Synod of Glas- 
gow and Hir, as the Caſe of Joh» M*Coul Merchant in 
Glaſgow, and Marion Main his Spouſe, irregularly mar- 
ried by Mr. John Adamſon ſometime Probationer, and 
now lying under the Sentence of the Greater Excommu- 
nication, in Order to obtain the Aſſembly's Advice in 
this Matter: And alſo, of what Cenſure is to be inflict- 
ed on Perſons who apply to the ſaid Mr. Adamſon tor 


baptiz ing of their Children, is remitted to the Com- 


miſſion, that they may give Advice and DireQion there- 
in as they ſee meet. Lid. IS: CEE 
All Affairs and Matters that were referred by the laſt Ge- 
neral Aſſembly to their Commiſion, and were not 
finiſhed by them, are referred to the Commiſhon of 
this Aſſembly, with Power to them to proceed and de- 
termine therein, in the ſame Manner as the ſaid former 
Commiſſion were impowered to do. Bid. Sabie 
The Report of the. Committee appointed to reviſe the 


Commiſſions given to Members of this Aſſembly by their 


H Con. 
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Conſtituents, is received and approven, and Letters are 
ordered to be written to Sy nods and Presbyteries whoſe 
Commiſſions were defective, adviſing them to take Care 
to help the Defects in Time coming, with Certification; 
and deſiring that Presbyteries may not atteſt any Com- 
miſſion having Defects therein; and appointing Pref. 
byteries to ſend their full Number of Repreſentatives 
to the General Aſſemblies, and to call Abſents to an 
Account: And the Abſence of the Presbyteries of Dor. 
noch, eAbernethie, Kjrkwall, and North Iſles, ts excuſed 
for this Year; but both they, and all other abſent Pref. #4 
byteries,are enjoined to ſend Commiſſioners to the net 
Aſſembly, as they will be anſwerable; and that in Re. 7 
gard molt of the Presbyteries now not fully repreſented, 
or totally abſent, were likewiſe ſo the laſt Year, parti- 
cularly the Prsbyteries of Kjrkwall, Ellon, and Strath- 
bogie,were not fully repreſented, and thoſe of North Iſles, 
Caitbneſs,Skye,Garrioch,and Fordice,were then wholly ab- 
ſent, and ſome of them were frequently ſo before. Bid 

Tis recommended to the Synods of Lothian and Tweeddale, 
Glaſgow and Air, Argyll, Perth and Stirling, Fi{e,and x 
Galloway, to make a publick ColleQion, for helping the 
Pariſhoners of Xilmadocꝶ, Rincardine, and Port, to carry 
on a new Erection out of the ſaid Pariſhes, for a new 

| Pariſh at Noriſton, and to encourage a young Man to 
preach there in the mean Time, until the ſame be ob- 
tained; and that Collection is appointed to be ſent 
to the Presbytery of Dumblain to be carefully applied 
to the Purpoſes foreſaid, and the ſaid Presbytery 1s 
ordained to be accountable for the Money to the Ge- 
neral Aſſemblies and Commiſſions thereof. Iid. 

AQ approving the Accompts of Mr. John Dundas Advocate, 
Procurator for the Church, of his Intromiſſions with the 
Church's Money that was in the Fund of the Equivalent, 
and of his Deburſements thereof, all the Annualrents of 
the ſame, preceeding the 24th of June 1717 Years, ha- 
ving been counted for at the laſt Aſſembly 1719 ; and 
finding that the Sum of 1675 L. ter. ar iſing from the 
Sale of the Church's Debentures, is the full of all that 
the ſaid Mr. John Dundas ſtands chargeable with, upon 
Account of the Money that was due to the Church'upon 
that Fund, and that he has deburſed and paid out there | 
of to the Creditors of the Church, in the Manner and E 
Order preſcribed by the AQts of Aﬀembly, their Commit- E 
tees and Commiſfions, the Sum of 1589 L. 2 ſb. 4 d. and 
2 third Parts ſterl. And therefore diſcharging him and 
his Cautioner thereof; and declaring, That upon Pay- 

ment of the Remains to the Church's My iog 
ight 


Fo E X 


Right rhereto, he and his Cautioner ſhall be diſcharged 
of the whole Monies that were due by the Publick to 
the Church, upon the Fund of the Equivalent, both 
principal and Annualrents. Bid. | 
Act approving the Procurator's Accounts of the Church's 
| Allowance of 500 L. Sterl. which was at the Diſpo- 
ſal of the laſt Aſſembly, for defraying the Charges of 
the Church for the Year 1719, and diſcharging him and 
his Cautioner of his Intromiſſions therewith,and appoin- 
ting the Ballance of 5 L. 5 ſh. 2 d. and one Half PenySter]. 
due to him, to be ſtated as an Article of Diſcharge in 
his next Account. Ibid. i 155 : 
Act approving the Accounts of Nicol Spence, one of the 
Agents for the Church, and ſuſtaining his Deburſements | 
on the Church's Affairs, from the firſt of May 1719, to | 
the firſt of May 1720, and appointing the Ballance of 63 
L. 9 fp. 2.4. and Two Thirds Sterl. due by him, beſides his 
Ballances at former Countings, to be paid to him. Lid. 
Act finding that the yearly fixed Salaries and other Allow- 
ances given by the Church, do amount to 282 Lib. Sterl. 
So that there remains for other Uſes only 218 L. Sterl. 
yearly ; and that there is reſting of Money ſtated al- \ „ 
ready by the preceeding Aſſembly and this, 371 L. 11 ſh: | 
2 d. Sterl. which cannot be paid for feveral Years, tho? 
there ſhould be little granted to Probationers ſent North; 
and beſides this Sum, there are ſeveral other Claims 
depending. That the Act 14th of the late Aſſembly 
appoints the Settlement of Stipends and Schools in Pa- 
riſhes where Popery abounds, to be carried on upon the 
publick Charges of the Church; in Conſequence where- 
of, there are ſeveral Proceſſes depending. heſide others 
that were raiſed by former Warn that for diverſe | | 
Years bygone, there have been conſiderable Ballances due | 
to Nicol Spence Agent in his Accounts, and that there 
are now more Occaſions for laying out Money, in Pur- 
= Afuance of diverſe Acts and Orders for carrying on of 
A Proceſſes ; and therefore appointing 25 L. Sterl. more 
4 than was formerly allowed to be lodged quarterly in the 
laid Nicol Spence*s Hands, to be laid out on the Church's 4 | 
Affairs according to the Aſſembly's Orders, and for i | 
which he is to hold Count yearly to the Aſſembly ; and | 
allowing 15 L. Sterl. as a Part of the Incidents of the laſt 
Year to George Miller Clerk of Perth, for his Service to 
the Committee about Mr. Iaglis's Aﬀair; and alſo, 100 L. 
© Scots yearly, beginning with this Year, to the Commiſ- 
ſioners that come to the Aſſemblies from the Presbytery 
of Skye, to be paid in the ſame Order as the Viaticums 
to Probationers, but not until all the Syms already or- 


H 2 | | dered 
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dered be firſt paid: But as to all the other Claims, 

The Aſſembly found they could not in a Conſiſtency 
with the 5th and 8th Acts of the laſt Aſſembly, and 
former Acts, grant any Orders therefore; but they left the 
Claimants to apply, after the Debts already ſtated are 
all paid. 16:9. ; 

Mr. Hugh Corſs's Claim left to be determined by the above- 
mentioned AQ, and he to follow the Directions there- 


of. Ibi d. | 2 
A Repreſentation to the Government, concerning the | 


Growth of Popery. 16:4. 
The Commiſſion is inſtructed to confider James Young Mer- 
* chant his Accounts of the Collection made for the Prote- 
ſtants in Lithuania, and to give all proper Advice and 
Directions to him in the managing and diſpoſing of 
what of the Monies yet remains in his Hands, or may 
be brought in to him, from the ſeveral Presbyteries of 
the Church. id. 
Act tranſmitting to Presbyteries the Overtures, with ſome 
Amendments made thereupon, concerning Kirk-Seſſions 
and Presbyteries, that were tranſmitted by the Commiſ- 
ſion of the late General Aſſembly, in Purſuance of the 
Appointment of the ſaid Aſſembly. Did. 
The Overtures concerning the planting of vacant Churches, 
eſpecially tanguam jure devoluto, which were tranſmit- 
ted to Presbyteries by the late General Aſſembly, are a- 
mended; and the ſame with an Overture as to them are 
again tranſmitted to Presbyteries, for their Opinions to 


be reported to the next Aſſembly, JThid 
The Reference from the Presbytery of Fordoun to the Synod 
of Angus and Mears, about dividing of the Church of 
Fordoun, and, that Synod's Reference of the ſame to 
this Aſſembly, is remitted to the Commiſſion, with 
Power to do therein as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. Ibid. 
A charitable Collection for building the Bridge of Blagk- 
burn, in the Sheriffdom of Linlithgom, is ſeriouſly fe- 
commended ; eſpecially within the Bounds of the Synods 
of Lothian and Tweeddale, Argyle, Glaſgow and Air, and 
Galloway ; and the Money is to be imployed for the buil- 
ding of the ſaid Bridge, by the Direction of the Juſtices of 
the Peace of the ſaid Sheriffdom, or their Truſtees. 16:9. 
George Gay is recommended to the Kirk-ſeſſions in the 
Bounds of Merſe and Teviotdale, Drumfries and Gal- 
loway, and Deficients in the Synod of Glaſgow and Air, 
for charitable Supply. Ie. 
eAgnes Philp, Relict of the deceaſt William Kilpatrick In- 
dweller in Kzrkcaldy, is recommended to the ſeveral Kirk- 
Seſſions within the Bounds of the Synod of Lothian and 


Tweeddale for Supply. Lid. 


James 
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James Grierſon is recommended*to all the Kirk-Seffions of 


this Church beſouth Forth, for charitable Supply. ib. 

Bryce Semple ſometime Enſign in Colonel Hill's Regiment 
at Fort-Milliam, is recommended to the Synods of Lo- 

thian and Tmeeddale, and Merſe and Teviotdale, for eha- 
ritable Supply. Did. - 

The Appeal of Mr. John Somervell Minitter at Carlaverok, 
from the Procedure of the Synod of Drumfreis againſt 
him, relating to the ſtating of the Accompts of Doctor 
John Hutton Phyſician, his Mortification to the faid Pa- 
riſh, is referred to the Commiſſion, with Power to them 
to do therein as they ſhall find juſt. Eid. 

Tis recommended to Presbyter ies to proceed withChurch- 
Diſcipline againſt thoſe guilty of irregular Marriages, 
both the Miniſter that celebrates thoſe Marriages, and 
the Parties married themſelves; and the Commiſſion is 


inſtructed to adviſe Presbyteries and particular Brethren, 
with Relation to irregular Marriages and Baptiſms, as 


they ſhall be applied to for that Effect. Ibid. 
The Commiſſion is inſtructed to take under Conſideration, 
the gth Act of Aſſembly, Anno 1704, which appoints 
Sentences ofthe greater Excommunication to be intima- 
ted in all the Churches in Scotlaud; and to report to the 
next Aﬀembly, how far the ſaid Act js expedient to be 
continued, or whether the continuing thereof, as a ſtand- 
ing Act, does tend to Edification, That the Aſſembly 
map continue or repeal the ſame as they ſee meet. Did. 
The Commiſſion is inſtructed to give their Advice and Afs 
ſiſta nce to the Presbytery of Ellon, for reftraining tho 
Abuſes in their Bounds, by keeping Markets on Sat ur- 
= and Mondays, contrair to the Acts of Parliament. 
Wide: = ; | 
The Commiſſion is inſtructed to give Advice and Aſſiſta nce 
to the Presbytery of Inverneſs, in obtaining ſome of the 
vacant Stipends of the Pariſhes of Kzrkbill and Kiltarlas 
ty, for building and repairing Manſes, &c. 19:4. 
The Commiſſion is appointed to affiſt the Presbytery of 


Skye, in obtaining Disjunctions and new Erections in 


their Bounds. id. 
The Synod of Aberdeen is appointed, upon Application of 


the Presbytery of Ellon, to conſider the State of the ſaid 


Presbytery, with Reſpe& to the Addition, which they 
defire, of ſome more Pariſhes to their Presbytery. Did. 
The Expences of Proceſſes for ſettling the Stipends of 


Mrs. John Monro Miniſter at Suddie, John MFfeAvthur at. 


Rillurnan, and John M*Gilligen at Lochailſh, appointed 
to be defrayed out of the Church's publick Money, 1a 
far as the ſaid Fund will admit. Ibid, 
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Mr. Robert Robertſon Probationer, is appointed to be ſer} 
to ſupply in Roſs and Sutherland, under the Inſpection 
of the ſeveral Presbyteries in that Synod, and to haye 

the ordinary Allowance. Ibid. | 

The Commiſſion is inſtructed to enquire after Probationers 
having the Iriſh Language, and to ſend them to ſuch 
Places as call for them. id. | 

The Commiſſion is inſtructed to provide Burſaries to young 
Men having the 1-ijſ Language, whom they ſhall find 

to deſerve the ſame. 1bid. ; 

Liſts of Probationers and Students of Divinity brought'in, 
and the Names of Probationers read, and ordered to be 

recorded. Tb:d. | | 

Inſtruction to the Commiſſion to aſſiſt Mr. Martine Spal: 
Miniſter at Bancborie-terzaz, in ſecuring the Mortificati. We 

ons made to his Pariſh, and the Procurator and Agents 
for the Church are appointed to aſſiit that Pariſh in an 
Proceſſes that are depending, or may be raiſed for that 
r 1 . 

Proteſtation admitted at the Inſtance of the Synod 0 
Murray, againſt Hugh and Alexander eAnderſons, for 
not inſiſting in their Appeal from that Synod's Sentence, 

| * Correſpondents to the Presbytery of Elgin, 
2d. | 

Proteſtation admitted at the Inſtance of the Laird of 
Caſtlebill, and other Heritors and Pariſhoners of Inver 
eſs, againſt Baillie James Dumbar, and Jobs Baill, 

Heritors in that Pariſh, for not infiſting in their Appeal 
from the Sentencg of the Synod of Murray, about plant. 
ing of the ſaid Town and Pariſh. Bid. 

Proteſtation admitted at the Inſtance of the Synod of GI. 
gow and Air, againſt John M*Nichen in the Pariſh of 
Ballintrae, for not inſiſting in his Appeal from that $y- 
nod's Sentence, in the Proceſs againſt him for inceftu. 
ous Uncleanneſs. Did. 

A Committee appointed for reviſing the Minutes of this 
Aſſembly, and giving Directions for printing ſuch ofthe 
Acts thereof as are to be ſtanding Rules, or of publick 
Uſe. Did. OE | * | 

The Minutes of this Day's Sederunt read, all the Mi. 
nutes of preceeding Sederunts having been read at the 

reſpective Diets ſubſequent to each of them. Bid. 

The Moderator's Speech to the Aſſembly, and to the 
King's Commiſſioner. Bid. | 3 

The Commiſſioner's Speech and Concluſion of this Ge. 
neral Aſſembly. Lid. | ; 
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OVER- 


OVERTURES 


CONCERNING 


Planting of vacant Churches, eſpecially tanquam. Jure de- 
voluto. _ 


teries be very tender of giving any Ground of Complaint 

in their planting Pariſhes tanquam jure devoluto ; 
and that any who judge themſelves leſed, may have an 
Opportunity of being heard by Superior Judicatories, 
and if wronged, may be redreſſed; and that there were 
ſome Overtures concerning this Caſe, tranſmitted by 
the General Aſſembly, zu eAnno 1711, to the ſeve- 
ral Presbyteries of this Church, that they might ſend 
their Remarks thereupon to the then enſuing General 
Aſſembly, before the ſame ſhould be turned into ſtan- 
ding. Acts; but no Returns having been made thereto 
from Presbyteries, by Rea ſon of a Law ſoon after made, 
reſtoring to Patrons the Power of Preſentation, a Grie-- 
vance which this Church hath always complained of from 
the Reformation; it is therefore overtured, That when 
a Pariſh falleth vacant, the Presbytery in whoſe Bounds it 


C ONSIDERING bow neceſſary it is, That Presby- 


lies, ſhall, with all Diligence, declare and intimate the 


Vacancy ; and if there be no legal Elderſhip ſettled there- 
in, according to the Conſtitution of this Church, the Preſ- 
bytery ſhall not proceed to plant upon the Jus devolutum, 
until they firſt uſe all proper Means to eſtabliſh an Elder- 
ſhip conſiſting of ſuch a Number as has been uſual in the 
Pariſh: As alſo, That before they proceed to plant upon 
the Jus devolutum, they ſhall make Intimatiog, from the 
Pulpit of that Pariſh, That the Right is devolvM upon the 
Presbytery ; but that they deſiring to have the Vacancy 
comfortably planted, with the Conſent of all concerned, do 
advertiſe and invite Heritors and Elders, or Heritors and 
Heads of Families, where there is not a legal Elderſhip 
ſettled, to give in Liſts to the Presbytery of ſuch well qua- 
lified Perſons as they incline to call to the holy Miniftry.: 
If fuch Lifts ſhall be brought in to the next Meeting of 
the Presbytery, either by the Heritors and Elders jointly, 


or by the Heritors apart, or the Elders apart, or Heads of 


Families, where there is no legal Elderſhip ; then the Preſ- 
bytery ſhall appoint one 4 their Number to preach in that 
2 | Con- 


I 
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Congregation, and moderate in a Meeting of the Heritgr, 
and Elders tor chooſing one out of the ſaid Liſt to be thei: 
Miniſter; and the Moderator of that Meeting ſhall atteſt 
2 Call to him unto whom the Plurality of the Meetin 
have given their Suffrages; providing always, that the Mz. 
jority of the Heritors who are well affected, and do join in 
Communion with this Church, do concur in the faid Call; 
as alſo, that due and timeous Intimation be made of the 
Day of this Meeting, that all concerned may be advertiſed 
to attend the ſame. The Elders likewiſe ſhould try the 
Inclinations of the Heads of Families, and Perſons of good 
Reputation in that Pariſh, and have Regard thereto in their 
Choice of a Miniſter ; and where there are no Elders, that 
the Presbytery found the Inclinations of the People: And 
it it ſhall happen that there be not a Majority of Heritors 
well affected, and joining in Communion with this Church, 
concurring in the faid Call, then the Presbytery ſhall not 
proceed to a Settlement on the ſaid Call, till ſuch Heritors 
be dealt with for their Conſent and Concurrence, or till the 
Advice of the Synod be had in that Cale; and that Synods, 
in judging of ſuch Caſes, ſhall have ſpecial Regard to ſuch 
Hel itors as are well affected, and join in Communion with 
this Church, as now by Law eſtabliſhed; but it upon Ad- 
vertiſement given, no Liſts ſhall be brought in to the Pref: 
bytery from the vacant Pariſh, then the Presbytery ſhall 

make a Liſt of two or three, whom they judge well quali- 
fied, and fit for undertaking the Miniſtry in that Pariſh,and 
ſhall order Intimation of their Liſt to be made to the Va- 
cant Congregation, that any of the Congregation may at- 
tend the next Mceting of the Presbytery,and ſhew which of 
theſe in the Presbytery's Liſt they deſire to be their Miniſter, 
or to object againſt any of the ſaid Liit, it they have any 
Thing of Moment to offer, or even to add to the ſaid Liſt 
any other fit Perſon, which Addition the Presbytery ſhall 
adm and the Presbytery ſhall uſe Means both to know 
the Helinations of Heritors and People, and to obtain their 
Conſent unto rhe Perſon they molt incline to, before they 
give a Presbyterial Call to one in the Liſt propoſed : And if 
after all Pains taken, and dealing with the Heritors, Elders 
and People of the vacant Pariſh, in order to their comfor- 
table Settlement, with their own good Liking and Conſent, 
there be no Hope of Succeſs, then the Presbytery may 
proceed to the ſaid Settlement ; but if any of the Heritors, 
Elders, or Heads of Families, or Perſons of good Reputa- 
tion in the Pariſh, do compear before the Presbytery, and 
offer Objections againſt the Perſon to be ſettled, either as 
to his Orthodoxy, Literature, Life and Converſation, or 
other miniſterial Qualifications, the Presbytery, before they 

| proceed 
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proceed to the Settlement, ſhall take Trial of the ſaid Ob. 
jections and if any Difficulty occur, or that there appear 


1 any Heat or Diviſion in the Pariſh about a Call, the Presby- 
telt tery ſhall not proceed until they have the Advice and Bi- 
ing rection of the Synod, and ſhall acquaint the Pariſh, that 
Ma- they may attend the Synod to hear their Determination; 
n in or if there be any Appeal from the Presbytery*s Procedure, 
all; they ſhall ſift the foreſaid Settlement, till the Time appoin- 
the ted for the next Meeting of the Synod, or the General Af. 
ed ſembly appealed to; and it the Appellants do not then in- 
the fiſt in their Appeal, the Presbytery may proceed as if the 
00d fame had never been made; but it the Appellants do inſiſt, 
heir then the Judicatory appealed to ſhall diſcuſs the ſame with- 


out Delay, and give Sentence therein as they ſhall ſee Cauſe; 
and if there be a further Appeal from the Synod to the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, the foreſaid Settlement ſhall likewiſe ſtop 
until the Time appointed for the Meeting of che next Ge- 
BZ neral Aſſembly, unleſs the Appellants do paſs from the ſaid 


os Appeal: But becauſe ſome Perſons, from a litigious and 
the diſaffected Humour, may oppoſe the Settlement of a va- 
ds, cant Church, and appeal with a Deſign to qggntinue the 


8 Vacancy for ſome Time longer; Therefore, to prevent 
this, That it be declared, That unleſs thoſe who do op- 
= poſe the planting of any vacant Pariſh, do timeoully give 


ad. 

re.. in, in Writing under their Hands, Objections againſt the 
all Settlement deſigned, and give in alſo the Reaſons of their 
al- Appeal within ten Days after the entring of it, in Manner 
nd appointed by the Acts of the General Aſſembly, the fame 
Va- WT ſhall not be regarded, nor the Appeal received; but the 
at- Settlement deſigned ſhall go on, as if the Objections and 
of Appeal had never been made; and the ſudicatory ſhall 
er, intimate this to the Objectors and Appellants at making 
oy the ſaid Objections or Appeals. Laſtly, That in Caſe of 
iſt WW vacant Kirks in Royal Burghs, the Magiſtrates and Town- 
all council, Miniſters and Elders of the Burgh be the Electors; 
but where a Part of the Pariſh belongs to the Landward, 
cir the Heritors and Elders of that Part of the vacant Pariſh are 
ey do join in the Election and Calling of the Miniſters ro ſup= 
[it WE ply theſe Vacancies, according to Uſe and Wont. 

ers 
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5 | Overtures concerning Rir c ſeſſons and Presbyte ries. 

; 1 HE General Aſſembly having had under Conſidera- 
4 „ tioa the Overtures concerning Kirk: ſeſſions and 
as Presbyteries. tranſmitted by the late Commiſhon, with the 
> ng and Remarks of ſeveral Presbyteries thereupon ; 
ey ut finding that divers Presbyteries had not had Time ma- 


4 turely to conſider theſe Overtures, the Aﬀembly did, and 
| K | hereby 
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hereby do continue the foreſaid Overtures under the Conſide. 
ration of Presbyteries, till the next General Aſſembly ; and ap. 
points Presbytet ies to fend up their Remarks and Opinion 
upon them 10 the next General Aſſembly. And becauſe the 
Meaning and Intention of divers Paſſages in them hath been 
miſtaken, and underſtood differently from the Senſe of the 
Commiſſion and their Committee; Therefore, to prevent an 
Miſtakes which may be entertained, the General Aſſembly 
have, from the Remarks of Presbyteries, made ſome Amend. 
ments and Explanations, as follows, vis. Page 5th, Line 13. 
That the Words ( Foundation of the Presbyterian Govern. 
ment) be tranſpoſed io Line 7th, aſter God's Word. 
Page 8. Parag. 4. The firſt three Lines are to be delete, 
and to run thus, The General Afembly taking to their ſeriqu 
Conſideration, &c. | 
Page 11. L. 3. Theſe Words (which are hereby allowed ty 
continue) to be delete. | 
Page 11. In Place of Paragraph 8th, read, The K;rk-ſeſ. 
ſions are to meet at ſuch Times as are moſt convenient fat 
the well-ordering of the Affairs of their Congregations. 
The * and Elders ought. always to ſtudy Harmo. 
ny and Unaffimity; but if any Queſtion fall out in a Sefſig 
in Matters of Diſcipline to be executed by the Miniſter, no- 
thing ſhould be concluded, unleſs it be agreed to by the 
Miniſter and Plurality of Elders, till the Presbytery give 
their Advice and Direction thereupon. And in a collegiate 
Seſſion, where there are two Miniſters, one of them agreeing 
with the Majority of the Elders, or both with Half of the 
Elders, ſhall decide a Cauſe : It more Miniſters than two, 
then a Majority of both Miniſters and Elders, or an equal 
Half of one ag eeing with the Majority of the other, is ne- 
ceſſary for a deciſive Sentence in Matters of Diſcipline, to be 
N as above: In Matters concerning the Relief of the 
Poor, the Deacons h:ve an equal Vote with the Elders. 
And the General Aſſembly conſidering, that it is but in 
ſome tew Burghs where. general Seſſions are, and that the 
Presbyteries in whoſe Bounds theſe Burghs ly, have moſt 
Acceſs to know the Conſtitution and Practice of the Gene 
ral Seſſions: The General Aſſembly do therefore recommend 
to the reſpeAive Presbyteries, in whoſe Bounds theſe Burghs 
are, to enquire into the Conſtitution and Practice of the 
= General Seſſions, and report to the next General Aſſem- 
ly. | 


Nota. The foreſaid Overtures having been already lui 
before the ſeveral Presbyteries in Prant, it was thought 
not needful to print them again this Tear, and ſend the 
to Presbyteries a ſecond Time. 
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